Introduced by Council Member Bishop & Co-sponsored by Council 

Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-601
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING RYAN KEITH FOR DEMONSTRATING Perseverance, ENDURANCE, AND INSPIRATION TO HIS STUDENTS AND OTHERS IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ryan Keith is a native of Jacksonville, graduated from Trinity Christian Academy, received a bachelor’s degree from the University of North Florida, and obtained a master’s degree from California University of Pennsylvania; and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Keith return to his high school alma mater as a coach from 2001 – 2004, until he accepted a position as assistant coach at Eagle’s View Academy, which quickly turned into a promotion as the head coach in 2006; and,


WHEREAS, Coach Keith was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, known as Lou Gehrig’s disease in 2008 that has progressively deteriorated his muscles to a point of having to utilize a motorized wheel chair; however, over the past seven years, Ryan Keith never stopped coaching and often tried to keep the disease as far away from conversations as he could by taking personal privilege in switching the subject to discuss his passion, football and his team of Warriors. In an effort to support Coach Keith, over 115 students and staff of Eagle’s View Academy participated in an ALS Association Walk to Defeat ALS in Jacksonville and Team Keith raised $4,700; and,

WHEREAS, Coach Keith is a humble, yet an extremely effective leader that prides himself on teaching the principles of the game and life on and off the field to equip young men with tools to help them become successful in whatever endeavor they choose. He comments, “it’s not just about wins and losses, it’s about building young men”; and,

WHEREAS, In December 2013, Coach Keith announced his difficult decision to step down as head coach due to his declining health and what he felt best interest of the program. Coach Keith never made excuses during his seven seasons, compiling a 40-35 record and winning playoff games in 2008 and 2011, and leading the Warriors to four of the program’s five playoff berths. As each day became more of a challenge from the day before, Coach Keith faced it head on and from the strength of his team in an effort to instill character and perseverance to his students that you are able to fight against adversity when you have desire, determination and discipline, in Coach Keith’s words “raising young men, not just football players”; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends you for your courage, perseverance, endurance, and inspiration your wife, Katie, the students at Eagle View Academy, and every individual touched by your story that reminds us to enjoy your time and live each day to the fullest. Coach Ryan Keith, we applaud your work as a head coach and teacher choosing to positively influence the lives of young people and being an example of heroism and a man of faith.  We extend our sincerest wish of peace, strength, good health and many more precious days to spend with your family and friends along with the Eagle View Academy Warriors.

 
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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